
Independently certified audit of the long term on-site 
performance of coloured batch anodised aluminium 

extrusions and panels on exterior architectural 
applications in the UK





In 2008-2010, United AnodiserscommissionedDr. LaszloPalffy, through his consultancy,
Straditec, to jointly visit, with UA technical staff, a number of buildings where coloured
Sandalor/Sanodalbatch anodised extrusions and/or panels had been employed in the
construction. Dr. Palffy has significant experience of the technology of anodising of
aluminium.

All buildingswere to havealreadyacquireda certainservicelife. Dr. Palffywasmandatedto
certify the new on-site measurementsof the anodiclayerand other performancecriteria of
the buildingslike fading,colouruniformity, presenceof corrosion.

The purposeof this audit was to assessthe real long term on-site performanceof batch
anodised extrusions and panels using the Sandalor colouring process, compared to
acceleratedlaboratorytestingon whichearlierconclusionshadbeenbased.

UnitedAnodisersbelievesthat theseresultsare conclusiveevidencethat highquality colour
anodisingassociatedwith a high quality metal substratetogether provide fade free, natural
metalliccolourswith optimumprotectionandlongevityfor externalapplications.

Establishedin 1972, only United Anodisers,the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎlargest architectural anodiser, is
uniquelycapableof demonstratinga longterm qualitytrackrecord.





Addressof building Standard Chartered
AldemandburySquare/Street
London  EC2 

Date of independent inspection January 2010

Use of building Bank offices

Date of construction 1987

Environment Urban - City of London

Evidence of regular cleaning or maintenance No.Substantial soiling.  

External parts of buildingwhich were anodised Frames (profiles), sills (sheets), louvers (sheets)

Type of anodising Batch

Anodiser United Anodisers: LHT Anodisers, Uxbridge

Descriptionof anodic colour and treatment SandalorC63-3 ςBlue Green

Original anodic film layer on anodised parts (microns) Class 25 µm (AASC specifications)

Anodicfilm layer on date of independent inspection (microns) 32.5 µm

Visible signs of corrosion or surface degradation None

Conclusion No deterioration in anodic film protectionafter 23 years service 
life. No visible evidence of corrosion notwithstanding high 
density polluted urban environment. Good colour uniformity, 
no discernable fading.





Addressof building NatWest Bank
55 Victoria Street
LondonSW1

Date of independent inspection October 2007

Use of building Bank commercialoffices

Date of construction 1987

Environment Hightraffic density ςcentre of London

Evidence of regular cleaning or maintenance No

External parts of buildingwhich were anodised Windowframes (profiles)

Type of anodising Batch

Anodiser United Anodisers:LHT Anodisers, Uxbridge

Descriptionof anodic colour and treatment SandalorC 62-3 ςWine Red

Original anodic film layer on anodised parts (microns) Class 25 µm (AASC specifications)

Anodicfilm layer on date of independent inspection (microns) 25.5 µm

Visible signs of corrosion or surface degradation None

Conclusion No deterioration in anodic film protectionafter 20 years service 
life. No visible evidence of corrosion notwithstanding high 
density polluted urban environment. No discernable colour 
change





Addressof building XchangingBuilding
34-35Leadenhallstreet
LondonEC3

Date of independent inspection January 2010

Use of building Bank offices

Date of construction 1987

Environment Hightraffic density ςcentre of London

Evidence of regular cleaning or maintenance Yes,but on ground floor only

External parts of buildingwhich were anodised Windowframes (profiles) ςDoor (sheets & profiles)

Type of anodising Batch

Anodiser United Anodisers: LHT Anodisers, Uxbridge

Descriptionof anodic colour and treatment SandalorC 64-3 ςDark Blue

Original anodic film layer on anodised parts (microns) Class 25 µm (AASC specifications)

Anodicfilm layer on date of independent inspection (microns) 25.5 µm

Visible signs of corrosion or surface degradation None

Conclusion No deterioration in anodic film protectionafter 23 years service 
life. No visible evidence of corrosion notwithstanding high 
density polluted urban environment. No discernable colour 
change. Very good colour uniformity





Addressof building Bishop Square
London E1

Date of independent inspection September 2008

Use of building Patisserie

Date of construction 2005

Environment Urban ςCentre of London

Evidence of regular cleaning or maintenance No

External parts of buildingwhich were anodised Tubes (extrusion) ςPanels (sheets)

Descriptionof anodic colour and treatment SanodalςOrange 3LW 

Type of anodising Batch

Anodiser United Anodisers: LHT Anodisers, Uxbridge

Original anodic film layer on anodised parts (microns) Class 25 µm (AASC specifications)

Anodicfilm layer on date of independent inspection (microns) Not accessible for measurement

Visible signs of corrosion or surface degradation None

Conclusion No visible evidence of corrosion or discoloration after 3 years 
service life in urban environment. No discernable colour change.




